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Chapter 8
Hypothesis Tests

Introduction

Hypothesis tests are frequently performed for one and two samples.
For one sample, you are often interested in whether a population
characteristic such as the mean is equivalent to a certain value. For
two samples, you may be interested in whether the true means are
different. When you have paired data, you may be interested in
whether the mean difference is zero.

Statistical hypothesis tests depend on a statistic designed to mea-
sure the degree of evidence for various alternative hypotheses. You
compute the value of the statistic for your sample. If the value is im-
probable under the hypothesis you want to test, then you reject the
hypothesis.

Figure 8.1. Hypothesis Tests Menu
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The Analyst Application enables you to perform hypothesis tests for
means, proportions, and variances for either one or two samples.

The examples in this chapter demonstrate how you can use the An-
alyst Application to perform a one-samplet-test, a pairedt-test, a
two-sample test for proportions, and a two-sample test for variances.
Additionally, the section “Discussion of Other Tests” on page 177
provides information on other hypothesis tests you can perform with
the Analyst Application.

One-Sample t-Test

The One-Samplet-Test task enables you to test whether the mean of
a variable is less than, greater than, or equal to a specific value. The
observed mean of the variable is compared to this value.

The data set analyzed in the following example,Bthdth92, is taken
from the 1995 Statistical Abstract of the United States, and it con-
tains measures of the birth rate and infant mortality rate for 1992 in
the United States. Information is provided for the 50 states and the
District of Columbia, grouped by region.

Suppose you want to determine whether the average infant mortality
rate in the United States is equal to a specific value. Note that the
one-samplet-test is appropriate in this situation because the standard
deviation of the population from which the data arise is unknown.
When you know the standard deviation of the population, use the
One-Sample Z-Test for a Mean task (see the section “Discussion of
Other Tests” on page 177 for more information).

Open the Bthdth92 Data Set
The data are provided in the Analyst Sample Library. To access this
Analyst sample data set, follow these steps:

1. SelectTools! Sample Data: : :

2. SelectBthdth92.

3. Click OK to create the sample data set in yourSasuser di-
rectory.

4. SelectFile! Open By SAS Name: : :
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One-Sample t-Test � 159

5. SelectSasuser from the list ofLibraries .

6. SelectBthdth92 from the list of members.

7. Click OK to bring theBthdth92 data set into the data table.

Request a One-Sample t-Test
To test whether the average infant mortality rate is equal to 8, follow
these steps:

1. SelectStatistics! Hypothesis Tests!
One-Sample t-Test for a Mean: : :

2. Selectdeath as the variable to be analyzed.

3. Enter8 in the box labeledNull: Mean = and pressEnter.

Your alternative hypothesis can be that the mean is less than, greater
than, or not equal to a specified value. In this example, the alternative
hypothesis is that the mean of the variabledeath is not equal to 8.

In Figure 8.2, the one-samplet-test dialog defines the null and alter-
native hypotheses and specifiesdeath as the variable to be tested.

Figure 8.2. One-Sample t-Test Dialog

The default one-samplet-test task includes sample statistics for the
variabledeath and the hypothesis test results.
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Compute a Confidence Interval for the Mean
To produce a confidence interval for the mean in addition to the hy-
pothesis test, follow these steps:

1. Click on theTestsbutton in the main dialog.

2. SelectInterval to request a two-sided confidence interval for
the mean.

You can choose either a one-sided or a two-sided confidence inter-
val for the mean. The selectionsLower bound andUpper bound
specify one-sided confidence bounds.

The default confidence level is 95%. You can click on the down ar-
row to select another confidence level, or you can enter a confidence
level in the box.

3. Click OK to return to the main dialog.

Figure 8.3 displays the selection of a 95% two-sided confidence in-
terval for the mean. Note that you can also request a retrospective
power analysis of the test in thePower Analysistab.

Figure 8.3. One-Sample t-Test: Tests Dialog
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Request a t Distribution Plot
To request at distribution plot in addition to the hypothesis test, fol-
low these steps:

1. Click on thePlots button in the main dialog.

2. Selectt distribution plot .

3. Click OK to return to the main dialog.

Figure 8.4 displays the Plots dialog witht distribution plot selected.

Figure 8.4. One-Sample t-Test: Plots Dialog

Click OK in the main dialog to perform the analysis.

Review the Results
The results of the hypothesis test are displayed in Figure 8.5. The
output includes the “Sample Statistics” table for the variabledeath,
the hypothesis test results, and the 95% confidence interval for the
mean.

The mean of the variabledeath is 8:61, which is greater than the
specified test value of 8.
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Figure 8.5. One-Sample t-Test: Output

The t statistic of2:102 and the associatedp-value (0:0406) provide
evidence at the� = 0:05 level that the average infant mortality rate
is not equal to8. The confidence interval indicates that you can
be 95% confident that the true mean of the variable lies within the
interval [8:03; 9:20].

The requestedt distribution plot is displayed in Figure 8.6. The plot
depicts the calculatedt statistic superimposed on at distribution den-
sity function with 50 degrees of freedom.
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Figure 8.6. One-Sample t-Test: t Distribution Plot

Because this analysis requests a two-tailed test, two critical regions
are shaded, one in each of the left and right tails. The alpha level for
the test is0:05; thus, each region represents 2.5% of the area under
the curve. In a one-tailed test at the� = 0:05 level, the critical region
appears in one tail only, and it represents 5% of the area under the
curve.

Here, thet statistic falls in the shaded region. Thus, the null hypoth-
esis is rejected.
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Paired t-test

The Pairedt-test enables you to determine whether the means of
paired samples are equal. The termpaired means that there is a
correspondence between observations from each population. For ex-
ample, the birth and death data analyzed in the preceding section
are considered to be paired data because, in each observation, the
variablesbirth anddeath correspond to the same state.

Suppose that you want to determine whether the means for the birth
rate and the infant mortality rate are equal. Analyst provides the
Two-Sample Pairedt-test for Means task, which tests the equality of
means of two paired samples. The two samples in this example are
the birth rate (birth) and the infant mortality rate (death) for each
state.

Open the Bthdth92 Data Set
The data are provided in the Analyst Sample Library. To access this
Analyst sample data set, follow these steps:

1. SelectTools! Sample Data: : :

2. SelectBthdth92.

3. Click OK to create the sample data set in yourSasuser di-
rectory.

4. SelectFile! Open By SAS Name: : :

5. SelectSasuser from the list ofLibraries .

6. SelectBthdth92 from the list of members.

7. Click OK to bring theBthdth92 data set into the data table.
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Request a Paired t-Test
To perform this analysis, follow these steps:

1. SelectStatistics! Hypothesis Tests!
Two-Sample Paired t-test for Means: : :

2. Select the variablebirth as the Group 1 variable.

3. Select the variabledeath as the Group 2 variable.

The test of interest is whether the difference of the means is zero.
This is the default value in Analyst, although you can specify other
values as well.

You can choose one of three alternative hypotheses. The default is
that the difference between the means is not equal to the specified
difference, which is the two-sided alternative. The one-sided alterna-
tives are that the difference is greater than, or less than, the difference
specified in the null hypothesis.

Figure 8.7. Paired t-test Dialog

In Figure 8.7, the null hypothesis specifies that the means of the vari-
ablesbirth anddeath are equal (or, equivalently, that the difference
between the means is 0). The alternative hypothesis is that the two
means are not equal.
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Request Plots
To specify a box-and-whisker plot and a means plot in addition to
the hypothesis test, follow these steps:

1. Click on thePlots button in the main dialog.

2. SelectBox-&-whisker plot .

3. SelectMeans plot.

4. Click OK .

Figure 8.8 displays the Plots dialog withBox-&-whisker plot and
Means plot selected.

Figure 8.8. Paired t-test: Plots Dialog

Click OK in the main dialog to perform the analysis.
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Review the Results
The results of the analysis, displayed in Figure 8.9, contain the mean,
standard deviation, and standard error of the mean for both variables.
The “Hypothesis Test” table provides the observedt statistic, the
degrees of freedom, and the associatedp-value of the test.

Figure 8.9. Paired t-test: Results

In Figure 8.9, the “Sample Statistics” table shows that the mean of
the variablebirth is larger than that of the variabledeath. In the
“Hypothesis Test” table, thet statistic (19:926) and associatedp-
value (< 0:0001) indicate that the difference between the two means
is statistically very significant.

Figure 8.10 displays the side-by-side box plots ofbirth anddeath.
Observations that fall beyond the whiskers are individually identified
with a square symbol.
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Figure 8.10. Paired t-test: Box-and-Whisker Plot

The means and standard error plot displayed in Figure 8.11 provides
another view of the two variables. The means plot depicts an interval
centered on the sample mean for each variable. The vertical line
interval extends two standard deviations on either side of the mean.
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Figure 8.11. Paired t-test: Means Plot

Two-Sample Test for Proportions

In the Two-Sample Test for Proportions task, you can determine
whether two probabilities are the same.

The data analyzed in this example are taken from a study measuring
the accuracy of two computer programs. Each program searches
the World Wide Web and returns a list of web pages that meet a
particular set of specified criteria. The data setSearch contains two
samples in which each observation is either ‘yes’ or ‘no’. A response
of ‘yes’ indicates that the program returns the desired page at the top
of the list of potential pages; a value of ‘no’ indicates that this is not
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the case. The data set contains the results of 535 searches using an
older search program and 409 searches using a new program. The
variables containing the results for the old and new programs are
namedoldfind andnewfind, respectively.

Suppose that you want to determine whether the probability of a cor-
rect search by the new algorithm is higher than that for the old al-
gorithm. That is, you want to determine whether you can reject the
null hypothesis that the two probabilities are equal in favor of the
alternative that the new probability is larger. The values for analysis
are contained in the two variablesoldfind andnewfind.

Open the Search Data Set
The data are provided in the Analyst Sample Library. To access this
Analyst sample data set, follow these steps:

1. SelectTools! Sample Data: : :

2. SelectSearch.

3. Click OK to create the sample data set in yourSasuser di-
rectory.

4. SelectFile! Open By SAS Name: : :

5. SelectSasuser from the list ofLibraries .

6. SelectSearch from the list of members.

7. Click OK to bring theSearch data set into the data table.

Request a Two-Sample Test for Proportions
To perform the analysis, follow these steps:

1. SelectStatistics! Hypothesis Tests!
Two-Sample Test for Proportions: : :

2. SelectTwo variables in the box labeledGroups are in.

3. Select the variablenewfind as the Group 1 variable.

4. Select the variableoldfind as the Group 2 variable.

5. Select theLevel of Interest by clicking on the down arrow
and selectingyesto test whether the two groups have the same
proportions of success.

6. Specify theAlternative hypothesis by selectingProp 1 - Prop 2 > 0.
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Note that, if your data are arranged so that the values for the two
groups are contained in a single variable, you can define the de-
pendent and group variables by selectingOne variable in the box
labeledGroups are in.

Figure 8.12 displays the Two-Sample Test for Proportions dialog.

Figure 8.12. Two-Sample Test for Proportions Dialog

In Figure 8.12, the null hypothesis specifies that the proportions of
success for the algorithms are equal (or, equivalently, that the dif-
ference between the proportions is 0). The alternative hypothesis is
that the probability of a correct search by the new algorithm is higher
than that for the old algorithm.

Click OK in the main dialog to perform the analysis.

Review the Results
The results of the hypothesis test are displayed in Figure 8.13.
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Figure 8.13. Two-Sample Test for Proportions: Results

The “Sample Statistics” table lists the frequency of ‘yes’ and ‘no’
responses for each variable. The “Hypothesis Test” table displays
the null and alternative hypotheses and the results of the test.

The observed proportion of ‘yes’ responses is0:8631 for the
newfind variable, and0:8093 for theoldfind variable. TheZ statistic
of 2:19 and associatedp-value of0:0142 indicate that the proportion
of successful searches is significantly larger for the new search algo-
rithm.

Two-Sample Test for Variances
In the Two-Sample Test for Variances task, you can test whether two
variables have different variances, or, if you have a single variable
that contains values for two groups, you can determine whether the
variance differs between the groups.

The data set analyzed in this example,Gpa, contains test scores for
224 students. The data include the students’ grade point averages
(the variablegpa), high school scores in mathematics, science, and
English (the variableshsm, hss, andhse, respectively), and SAT
math and verbal scores (the variablessatm andsatv, respectively).
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Suppose that you want to examine the difference in grade point av-
erages between males and females. You can use the two-sample test
for variances to test whether the variance of the grade point average
differs between males and females.

Open the Gpa Data Set
The data are provided in the Analyst Sample Library. To access this
Analyst sample data set, follow these steps:

1. SelectTools! Sample Data: : :

2. SelectGPA.

3. Click OK to create the sample data set in yourSasuser di-
rectory.

4. SelectFile! Open By SAS Name: : :

5. SelectSasuser from the list ofLibraries .

6. SelectGpa from the list of members.

7. Click OK to bring theGpa data set into the data table.

Request a Two-Sample Test for Variances
To perform the hypothesis test, follow these steps:

1. SelectStatistics! Hypothesis Tests!
Two-Sample Test for Variances: : :

2. Ensure thatOne variable is selected in the box labeled
Groups are in.

3. Select the variablegpa as the Dependent variable.

4. Select the variablesex as the Group variable.

If your data are arranged so that the values for both groups are con-
tained in two variables, you can define the two groups by checking
theTwo variables selection in the box labeledGroups are in.

The null hypothesis for the test is that the two variances are equal
(or, equivalently, that their ratio is equal to 1). You can specify the
type of alternative hypothesis. The three choices are that Variance 1
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is not equal to, is greater than, or is less than Variance 2. In Figure
8.14, the alternative hypothesis states that the two variances are not
equal, which is the two-sided alternative hypothesis.

Figure 8.14. Two-Sample Test for Variances Dialog

Request a Box-&-Whisker Plot
To request a box-and-whisker plot in addition to the hypothesis test,
follow these steps:

1. Click on thePlots button.

2. SelectBox-&-whisker plot .

3. Click OK .

Figure 8.15 displays the Plots dialog withBox-&-whisker plot se-
lected. Note that the plot is constructed to have a mean of zero.
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Figure 8.15. Two-Sample Test for Variances: Plots Dialog
Click OK in the Two-Sample Test for Variances dialog to perform
the hypothesis test.

Review the Results
Figure 8.16 displays the results of the hypothesis test. The output
contains the results of the hypothesis test, including summary statis-
tics, theF statistic, and the associatedp-value.

Figure 8.16. Two-Sample Test for Variances: Output

The “Sample Statistics” table displays the variance of the variable
gpa for both females (0:6509) and males (0:5311). The “Hypoth-
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esis Test” table displays the test statistics: theF value is1:23 and
the resultingp-value is0:3222. Thus, the data give no evidence for
rejecting the hypothesis of equal variances.

Figure 8.17 displays the box-and-whisker plot. Observations that fall
beyond the whiskers are identified with a square symbol.

Figure 8.17. Two-Sample Test for Variances: Box-and-whisker
Plot

The box-and-whisker plot displays the amount of spread and the
range for the two variables. The two groups do not appear to be
appreciably different.
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Discussion of Other Tests

The following descriptions provide an overview of other hypothesis
tests available in the Analyst Application.

One-Sample Z-Test for a Mean
In the One-Sample Z-Test for a Mean task, you can test whether the
mean of a population is equal to the value you specify in the null
hypothesis. This test is appropriate when the population standard
deviation or variance is known, and your data are either normally
distributed or you have a large number of observations. Generally, a
sample size of at least 30 is considered to be sufficient.

The default output from the test includes summary statistics for the
selected variable, theZ statistic, and the associatedp-value.

One-Sample Test for a Proportion
In the One-Sample Test for a Proportion task, you can test whether
the proportion of a population giving a certain response is equal to
the proportion you specify in the null hypothesis.

The default output from this test provides a frequency table of re-
sponses versus the analysis variable, the observed proportion, theZ
statistic, and the associatedp-value.

One-Sample Test for a Variance
In the One-Sample Test for a Variance task, you can test whether the
variance of a population is equal to the value you specify in the null
hypothesis.

The default output from this test includes summary statistics for the
selected variable, the chi-square statistic, and the associatedp-value.

Two-Sample t-Test for Means
In the Two-Sample t-Test for Means task, you can test whether the
means of two populations are equal or, optionally, whether they dif-
fer by a specified amount. Two-sample data arise when two inde-
pendent samples are observed, possibly with different sample sizes.
Note that, if the two samples are not independent, the two-sample
t-test is inappropriate and you should use instead the Two-Sample
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Paired t-Test for Means task (see the section “Paired t-test” begin-
ning on page 164 for more information).

The default output from the test includes summary statistics for the
two samples, twot statistics, and the associatedp-values. The first
t statistic assumes the population variances of the two groups are
equal; the second statistic is an approximatet statistic and should be
used when the population variances of the two groups are potentially
unequal.
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