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Definition

BY-group processing is a method of processing observations from one or more SAS
data sets that are grouped or ordered by values of one or more common variables. You
can use BY-group processing in both DATA and PROC steps.

The most common use of BY-group processing in the DATA step is to combine two or
more SAS data sets by using the BY statement with a SET, MERGE, MODIFY, or
UPDATE statement. When you create reports or summaries with SAS procedures,
BY-group processing allows you to group information in the output according to values
of one or more variables.

See

o For more information about BY-Group processing, see Chapter 23, “BY-Group
Processing in the DATA Step,” on page 303.

o For information about how to use BY-group processing with SAS procedures, see
“Fundamental Concepts for Using Base SAS Procedures” and individual
procedures in the SAS Procedures Guide.

o For information about using BY-group processing to combine information from
multiple SAS data sets, see Chapter 24, “Reading, Combining, and Modifying SAS
Data Sets,” on page 315. For even more extensive examples of BY-group
processing, see Combining and Modifying SAS Data Sets: Examples.

o For information about the BY statement, see “Statements” in SAS Language
Reference: Dictionary.

o For information about how to use BY-group processing with other software
products, see the SAS documentation for those products.



228 See A Chapter 17



The correct bibliographic citation for this manual is as follows: SAS Institute Inc., SAS
Language Reference: Concepts, Cary, NC: SAS Institute Inc., 1999. 554 pages.

SAS Language Reference: Concepts

Copyright © 1999 SAS Institute Inc., Cary, NC, USA.

ISBN 1-58025-441-1

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, by any form or by any

means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without the prior written
permission of the publisher, SAS Institute, Inc.

U.S. Government Restricted Rights Notice. Use, duplication, or disclosure of the
software by the government is subject to restrictions as set forth in FAR 52.227-19
Commercial Computer Software-Restricted Rights (June 1987).

SAS Institute Inc., SAS Campus Drive, Cary, North Carolina 27513.

1st printing, November 1999

SAS® and all other SAS Institute Inc. product or service names are registered trademarks
or trademarks of SAS Institute Inc. in the USA and other countries.® indicates USA
registration.

IBM, ACF/VTAM, AIX, APPN, MVS/ESA, 0S/2, 0S/390, VM/ESA, and VTAM are
registered trademarks or trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation. ©®
indicates USA registration.

Other brand and product names are registered trademarks or trademarks of their
respective companies.

The Institute is a private company devoted to the support and further development of its
software and related services.



